48                 Johnsons tciitiewits
a proof of the early predominance of intellectual vigour is vi:ry rem;irkal.)io, and does honour In human nature. Talking to n\o once himself of his being much distinguished at school, ho told me, 'they never thought to raise me l>y comparing I)U. in aily one; they never said, Johnson is jis good a scholar as such a one; but such a one is as good a scholar as Johnson ; anil this was .said but of one, hut of l.owe ; and I do not think he was as good a .scholar,'
He discovered a great ambition to excel, which roused him to counteract his indolence, lie was uncommonly inquisitive; and hi.s memory was so tenacious, that he never forgot any thing that he either heard or read. Mr, Hector remembers having recited to him eighteen verses, which, after ;i little pause-, he repealed verbatim^ varying only one epithet, by which he improved the line.
1 fe never joined with the other boy.s in their ordinary diversions: his only amusement was in winter, \vlicn lu> took a pleasure in being drawn upon tin- iYr by a buy barefooted, uho pulled him along by ,-i garter lixt-tl r<nnul him ; no very easy operation, as his si/e was remarlcahlj1 l;uy,e. ! I is defective sight, indeed, prevented him from enjoying the common .spurts; and he once pleasantly remarked to me, ' how wonderfully well he had contrived to be idle without them,' Lord ('hesterficld, however, has justly observed in one of his letters, when earnestly cautioning a friend against the pernicious effects of idleness, that active sports are not to lie reckoned idleness in young people; and that the listless torpor of doing nothing, alum- deserves that name'. Of this dismal inertness of disposition, Johnson had all his life too great a share, Mr. (lector relates, that ' he could not oblige him more than by sauntering away the hours of vacation in the fields, during which he was more engaged in talking to himself than to his companion.'
Dr. Percy", the Hishop of Uromore-, who was long intimately acquainted with him, and has preserved a few anecdotes concerning him, regretting that he was not a more diligent colledor,
1 'You .should  wn-r suffer yiwr     hilling siill in ;t diairin (dial iiuit tinti; son io In- idle: tine tiiimiU1.    I tin nut     it  m;ik<"> lmy, l;uy and  imlnlfiii.' cull play, <if which IK: oii^in in h;ivr     Clusiit-rlicld's J//.1V. ll'ur/ts, iv. ^.|H. a good sliarti, idlutu-ss ; Inn 1 lut-au         J Tin: author of ihf AW/Vwc.v.
infiirmsK mischii-f, and mi-dilal malice.' I'lirsioifield's .J//JV, ll'nn iv. i.ln.
